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AS RECEimJj . 


Leaks 


The ADMINISTRATION is trying to plug news "leaks " r 

or anK ed h bef K re ' Almost every administration, at one time 
another, has become worried about its members' becoming 

has trr-d 10 r-:rb -heir tongues. 

urn- the subject comes up. the news media protest that 

mpnf 1 C Kamn 1 . • ... 


tul U P* me news media protest that 

“riffhr fnV Am ?" dl ? e . nt 1S , being threatened and the public's 
right to know" is being abridged. ^ 

tVell, in our experience, such exercises rarely do serious dam 
fnunded ree< '“ m ° f ““ Pre “' Nw 1,0 toy l»ve IT Xl 


that * e are not talking about leaks of legitimately 
classified information. We have no quarrel with the govern- 
ment s efforts to withhold information that must be protected in 
i interest of national security. We do not deal in secret docu 
ments and we have little sympathy for reporters who are 

thwarted in their efforts to obtain them. are 


"MS' - * « 

urydepartments. often wish that were not the case ft would bl 
much easier to operate on a "need-to-tow" basis with the 

KnSSJSKS.' — “ k ””» «*«• »“• •»'*• 2& 

Nor do, officials really want to stop all the leaks What the.. 

Shave publfc^A n ° W M ° ma,i ° n «“< «*y would rathei 
Every Washington reporter worth his or her salt is fed infer 

sesss"; 


fom to control 1 the'nem"now They % £5Kd W * on » ef ' 


poster rtoWeteh' de Ponmenfts credibility. A re- ! 


l-ot P 'r 8Sin i? 211 “» 

K tt&rJSZ ? SSeS&J&W 

the news will be skewed far more thin •? ' s ° u [ Ces available, 
knowledgeable people been allowed to respond 'hones'ily had 

.•stess? is ,ha * I* 

2!*!” “ *"4** ” to ntu?„ or Se „ews n h"o e und 

that makes him want to dig — not where the pm 17 , oun , 
yielding but where it is hard and resistan^ lf he , 'l S ° ft a " d 


the government can fca‘ ^da’S,,'."'. »' 
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